
Whitework Illumination Examples 
 

Start with the basic letter…

 

Ribbons and acanthus leaves are very common 
Here are the two starting lines…

 

Add diagonal bars to the ribbon line and fill out the 
acanthus leaves…

 

Connect the ribbons and clean out the 
unnecessary lines.  Add the veins to the leaves…

 
 

Here are some examples of bar designs found as borders with whitework: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Whitework Illumination Worksheet 
 

          

 

        

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Here are some great places to look for more whitework ideas: 
Maciejowski Bible or Morgan Bible 
Gaston Phebus’ Book of the Hunt  
http://www.themorgan.org/collections/swf/exhibOnline.asp?id=200 
http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts/tours.asp 
 
Here are some more references on whitework that include examples: 
http://meisterin.katarina.home.comcast.net/~meisterin.katarina/whitework.html 
http://ladycasssca.tripod.com/Whitework.pdf 
http://www.kellswood.com/krafts/documents/Whitework-Handout.pdf 
http://gutenbergscribes.chivalrysports.com/lesson1-smborders.shtml 
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